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Presidential Ponderings 
 
Submitted by Jack Marcoe 

 
 The Annual Dinner is over.  
The 2010 officers, board, and music 
team has been installed.  The awards 
have been given.  Congratulations to the 

winners and the new administration.  
What’s next?  Well, let’s first review 2009.  

This is what we accomplished: 
 

 
 

 
* COTS 
* Two performances of our annual show 
* A modified performance of the annual show in Chilton for the FFA 
* A first place finish at the spring competition at Stevens Point 
* A performance at an Armed Forces Day observance in Neenah 
* A Memorial Day performance in Little Chute.   
*  New director  
*  A Flag Day appearance in Appleton 
* A joint performance with the Manitowoc chorus in Two Rivers 
* A performance in Kimberly 
* Chicken Chew in Oshkosh 
* Mini-Hep for some members 
* New director search activities. 
* A joint performance with the Manitowoc chorus in Two Rivers 
* A performance in Kimberly 
* The fall competition in Rochester during October 
* Oktoberfest in Appleton 
* Kermis festival in Little Chute 
 

 
 
* Preparations for Holiday Dinner Show 
* Recruitment for Christmas chorus 
* Holiday sing outs at local care giving facilities. 
 
Wow, that is an impressive list.  2009 was a busy and eventful 
year.  Let’s check how we did in regard to the goal set for 2009.   
 Last year I proposed for our 2009 goal that we work 
toward making “The Fox Valleyaires the best competitive, best 
performing, and best chapter for socializing and spreading the 
spirit of barbershop singing.  Are we the “best”…not yet but we 
are getting better.  We are more competitive…our competition 
scores show that.  We can get better.  Our audiences were 
pleased with the product we provided.  We can make them wild 
with joy.  
  We share the spirit of barbershop singing with our au-
diences through our performances.  We need to do better than 
just share with our audience.  We can do better by encouraging 
men both young and older than young to be part of the barber-
shop singing spirit. We need to retain old members, re-enlist old 
members and recruit new members. 
 My goal for 2010 is similar but more simply stated than 
last year.  My new goal for the Fox Valleyaires Chorus is to 
sing better, have fun, perform well, and share the experience of 
singing with other men.  I hope all of you will help me achieve 
this goal.   
 During the next few weeks I will be developing specific 
tasks and the expected outcomes of these tasks that will lead to 
the accomplishment of the 2010 goal. 
 During the next few weeks, please think about what you 
can do to sing better, have fun, perform well, and share the ex-
perience with other men.  After you have thought about what you 
can do, write it down, share your thoughts with other members, 
and most of all…Just Do It. 
 Gentlemen, I am proud to be a Fox Valleyaire.  I am 
pleased with our accomplishments.  I look forward to the bigger 
and better thing to come in 2010.  Help me make it happen. 
Be Fantastic
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2010 Fox Valleyaires Chapter    
Leaders 

www.foxvalleyaires.com 
Fox Valleyaires Chorus meets on Tuesdays, at 7:00 PM 
at Little Chute Village Hall – 101 Main St. 
Little Chute, WI 54140     725-1485 
President Jack Marcoe  727-0110 
Past President:   Ken Bester  954-8369 
Secretary:   John Scherer  739-6687 
Treasurer: Tom Vandenberg  788-3137 
Program:  Will Mackin  733-0593 
Membership VP:  Ken Felton   734-8597 
Public Relation VP: John Micke 336-2590 
Members at large 
John VerBockel    734-9104 
Alan Schultz    836-9558 
Kelly Vandehy    830-0105 
Albert Eg     687-9107 
Scott Finley    996-0936 
YIH Chair: Richard Staedt    734-9495 
Music Director:  Jim Hall 
Asst. Director: Carl Schumacher   731-0976 
Chorus Manager:  Bob Starner  757-6153 
Uniforms Bob Pautz             766-0455 
Valentine Chair: Dick Staedt   734-9495 
Octoberfest Chair:  John Scherer   739-6687 
Music Librarian: Clary Reinhardt  915-2355  
Sunshine Comm: Bill Kutscher  725-3855 
2009   BOTY:    Tom Vandenberg 
2009 Dan Waselchuk Award:  Bill Kutscher   
Show Chair:  Ken Bester     954-8369 
House Comm: Albert Eg     687-9107 
Web Master:    
Historian:  Will Mackin   733-0593 
Bulletin Editor, Clary Reinhardt  725-1485 
Music Committee:  Jim Hall, Bill Albrecht, Bill 
Kutscher, Bill Hortsch, Carl Schumacher, Les Hanne-
mann, Will Mackin and  Clary Reinhardt. 

Fox Valleyaires Mission Statement 
 
* To promote the barbershop style of mu-
sic in the community. 
* To extend to all men an invitation to 
join our chapter and share in the barber-
shop experience. 
* To offer members the opportunity to 
improve their musical skills through 
crafts and coaching sessions, quarteting 
and tag singing. 
* To produce an annual show, perform in 
the community and for charity. 
* To encourage vocal music in schools 
and our community. 
* To use competitions to gage musical 
improvement of chorus. 

Silver Sponsors – Wal*mart  
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Up-coming events 
You can also check out the upcoming events by going to 

www.foxvalleyaires.com/events 
 
 The Appleton, Wis. Fox Valleyaires Chorus meets every Tuesday from 7:00 to 
10:00 P.M. at the Village Hall, 108 Main Street, Little Chute, Wis. 
The music committee meets at 7:00 P.M. on the first Wednesday of each month 
at the Kimberley Senior Citizens building. 
The board of directors meets at 7:00 P.M. on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the Kimberley Senior Citizens building. All chapter members are in-
vited to attend. 
Harmony for Lunch Bunch meets at 11:45 A.M. every Thursday at Schreiner’s 
Diner, 2437 South Oneida, in Appleton. 
Tuesday, February, 16:  Due to elections, we will have no re-
hearsal at the hall.  Need to find location  
Tuesday, April, 06: Due to elections, we will have no rehearsal at 
the hall…need to find location  
Saturday, April 10:  Afternoon (3pm) and Evening (7:30pm) an-
nual show at Xavier High School in Appleton. Ticket prices are  
$15 for adults. Guest quartets: Lunch Break and Skyline. 
Saturday, April 24: Gerold in Weyauwega.  This is a paid per-
formance at Weyauwega PAC.   More details later.  
Saturday, May 15:  Packerland Division Spring Competition in Osh-
kosh.   
Sunday, July 11:  Kimberly Amphitheater performance. 
Tuesday September, 14: Due to elections, we will have no re-
hearsal at the hall.  Need to find location  
Tuesday, November, 02: Due to elections, we will have no re-
hearsal at the hall.  Need to find location  
 

******************** 

 
2010 Annual show…order of songs 

 
When the Toy Soldiers 
March on Parade 
New York, New York 
I Believe 
Baggie Face 
The Whiffenpoof Song 
Beer Barrel Polka 
The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi 
After You’ve Gone 
My Old Kentucky Home 
May I Never Love Again 
Keep the Whole World 
Singing 

  

http://www.foxvalleyaires.com/
http://www.foxvalleyaires.com/events
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MAIL CALL 
A BLAST FROM 

THE PAST 
 

Editors note: The timing of this 
article might be off but, It was 
written as a tribute to Bill 
Albrecht  our director for the 
past eleven years.   I received 
this article from Bob 
Schneider, former editor of the 
Foxtales.    The following 

article was written by Bob in 1998.   
 

YOBE SPEAKS ABOUT OUR NEW 
DIRECTOR 

Submitted by Bob Schneider 
 

Now that Bill Albrecht  has moved from assistant 
to full director, your Old Bulletin Editor must write this 
article. It will begin with a newsletter I received in October 
1996 from the Hall of Fame Chorus in Canton, Ohio, 
where Bill directed before moving to Australia.   

This 1996 newsletter contained a message lifted 
from the Harmonet which was written by a member of 
Bill's Australian chorus "The Melbournaires." It told of 
Bill and Kathleen being transferred back to the USA 
(Oshkosh. WI) in November 1996. Quoting several para-
graphs of the article:  I can't begin to describe the deeply 
felt respect and love we have for Bill and Kathleen (Ed. 
note: She directed the Melbourne Chorus    of Sweet Ade-
line’s) and simply to say we will miss them is an   under-
statement.   Their   dedication   and commitment to our 
choruses and their ability to draw the best out of each of us 
is in the 'above and beyond' category  

In searching for words that adequately express our 
feelings, I'm reminded of an interview I did with Bill for 
our newsletter, the Foxtales, and he showed me the plaque 
he had received from the Canton Hall of Fame Chorus 
prior to his departure to Australia. The inscription on the 
plaque says it all for us- as it did for his Hall of Fame col-
leagues. 
"Presented to BILL ALBRECHT:   You have brought an  
element of spark and spontaneity to the Hall of Fame 
Chorus. We commemorate this statement of appreciation 
to you for your dedication to the craft of barbershop sing-
ing and your commitment to our chorus. May your spirit  
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ever invade ours as  we strive to improve our craft. 
"There will always be a place on our risers for you.”Hall 
of Fame Chorus. June 5. 1993" 

(Now from your editor). The above gives a fine 
synopsis as to the competence and abilities of this person 
who unexpectedly came into our midst. 

Going back through the years- the Fox Valleyaires 
have been blessed with a group of fine leaders for which 
we are very thankful.  I feel that Bill Albrecht brings a 
complete package of directorship, in that he is strong on all 
aspects of Barbershoping: leadership,    sound,    music,    
presentation, chorography, etc. 

For leadership, go back to the expectations and 
goals Bill handed out when he accepted directorship. A 
copy can be found in the April newsletter, if you need re-
ferral. His goals are strong and attainable, but we must 
work with him. We must carry things we learn one week 
over to the next, not start from scratch each week.  His 
abilities in sound, music, and presentation certainly are 
above average. We have all felt some counseling when our 
attacks, releases, not holding vowels, breathing, pronuncia-
tion of words, etc, faultered.  Again, these are instruction 
pieces that must be dealt with, accepted and learned by 
each of us. Bill is very judicious in admonishing the cho-
rus. We dare not take advantage of this  trait. 

His choreography work is certainly a strong point. 
I believe if he had a chorus of 18 to 40 year olds, it would 
be all over the stage when performing. Appleton has not 
done too much on this activity. Bill will, undoubtly sneak 
in more actions before show and contest times arrive. Al-
lowing enough forward time, even this older generation of 
Fox Valleyaires can learn to sing and dance with quality at 
the same time. 

Bill Albrecht has now taken over as director of the 
Appleton Chapter. I feel our chorus had help from above in 
receiving a director who could have the future possibility 
of directing one of the big and famous barbershop choruses 
in the USA. Lets everyone give our best efforts in reaching 
Bill's three goals; IMPROVE our sound, interpretation and 
stage presence. GROW our membership and 
ENTERTAIN o ur audiences. Bill came to us in a flash, in 
the business world today; he could leave again in a flash. 
We certainly hope this doesn't happen. 

This newsletter goes to a number of former mem-
bers who, for various reasons have not renewed.  With our 
leadership, I know you would enjoy being back on the ris-
ers again.  If it is at all possible, please consider coming to 
our rehearsal hall in Little Chute on a Tuesday evening to 
see and hear the Fox Valleyaires as we prepare for the next 
century. 

 
**************** 
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SABBATICAL 
Submitted by Allan Schultz 

A  little more 
than a year ago I showed 
up unsolicited at the 
Little Chute Village Hall 
to explore Barbershop 
singing as a hobby.  With 
retirement in December 
of 2008 I would have 
freedom to pursue some 
of the activities 
previously unattainable 
due to scheduling 
commitments relating to 
my job.   

During the past 
year I believe I’ve only missed a couple rehearsals and 
have participated in all 2009 performances.  I’m also grate-
ful to have attended COTS and Mini-Hep.  At the October-
fest and Kermis events I spent the entire day helping out in 
some way from set-up to tear down.  All of this was not 
only to contribute in some way, but to also soak in the en-
tire experience and bring my exposure as an active member 
through a full cycle.  I enjoy this hobby and especially the 
many fine people who have become my friends.  As it 
stands now, I have a scheduling problem with the April 
10th show for which I will be out of state and cannot guar-
antee my return on that day, in time for the two perform-
ances. 
There are several other venues I have a desire to try out 
during this early stage of retirement.  Unfortunately, some 
involve Tuesday evening attendance not to mention other 
Tuesday night events my wife and I occasionally wish to 
attend.  I have been struggling to make a decision on what 
to do about the situation, not to mention the fact that we 
have a new director for  whom I have tremendous respect 
and believe the transition will be as good as we could have 
ever anticipated.   

Considering my doubtful availability for the spring 
show, I think the best approach is to take a temporary leave 
of absence, as an active member, from the Fox Valleyaires.  
I’m still young enough to make a long term commitment to 
Barbershop at some point in the future and recognize this 
may be a window of opportunity to satisfy my curiosity 
regarding these other venues.  I sincerely apologize for the 
awkward timing of this decision considering the director 
situation. 

I will continue to pay dues, as required, but will be 
inactive with the group until I have completed this venture.  
After testing these other activities, (I anticipate 6 months)  
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I’ll prioritize where I want to be and settle in for the long 
term.  In the mean time I will be keeping my vocal muscles 
exercised through involvement with other musical oppor-
tunities.    
Thank you so much and I will look forward to perhaps re-
turning as an active member in the future.  The Fox Val-
leyaires is a first class vocal group and I’m proud to be a 
member. 
 

***************************** 
 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Never too old 

 
The picture below 
is of Scott Finley, 
a member of the 
baritone section 
and One Button 
Short quartet.  
Scott graduated 
from UW-Stout on 
December 18th, 
2009 with a B.S. in 
Career Technical 
Education and 
Training. 
He also has an 

A.O.S. in Culinary Arts from the Culinary Institute of 
America, Class of 1985. 
 

Congratulations Scott 
 

        
 

Valentine’s 
Day just a 
few days 
away 
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Fox Valleyaires Install 2010 Officers 

Submitted by Bill Kutscher 
 
 On Friday evening, January, 15 the Appleton 
Chapter formally installed their 2010 slate of officers 
and announced their B.O.T.Y. selection for 2009.  It 
was indeed an eventful evening as some 60 guests 
were on hand at the Germania Hall in Menasha for the 
annual affair. 
 On hand to officially administer the oath of 
office was our Packerland Division Vice-President 
and Appleton chapter member, Clary Reinhardt. 

Dressed to resemble a messenger of legendary 
King Arthur during the days of the “Knights of the 
Round Table: Clary and his lovely wife, Mary Ann , 
who was dressed as a maiden of the time, added both 
dignity and beauty to the official ceremony. 

The Dan Waselchuk “Spark Plug” Award was 
presented to none other than “yours truly”.  Needless 
to say, I was speechless upon receiving this eminent 
award and stammered a thank you. 

At this time I’d like to thank, not only those 
that voted for me, but the entire chapter for this honor.  
I may never be the Barbershopper that Dan was, but 
I’ll certainly try to live up to what this award stands 
for.  
 Unfortunately the “Barbershopper of the Year” 
Award lost some of its luster and excitement as the 
winner, Tom Vandenberg, was unable to attend the 
dinner due to a business obligation.  But I’m sure that 
his surprise would’ve left him as speechless as it did 
me. 
 The entertainment consisted of three songs by 
the chorus (which is always hard to do on a full stom-
ach); several comedy songs by Ken Cherney, and his 
guitar and One Button Short sang a couple of their 
favorite numbers. 
 We are certainly indebted to Jack and 
Marilyn Marcoe  for their hard work in organizing 
this fine affair.  This was a chapter function for the 
benefit of all the members and their spouses. 
 The highlight of the evening for me was the 
receiving the “Spark Plug” award.  I’m extremely 
pleased and proud to be the 2009 recipient. 
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         Bill Kutscher and Pat Waselchuk, Dan’s widow 

 
 

2009 Barbershopper of the Year, Tom 
Vandenberg with Ken Bester, (left) 
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New songs and learning 
tapes 

 
If you have not picked up your 

three new songs and learning tapes for the 
2010 show, do so real soon.  Your book 
should contain only 25 songs.  I will list 
them as follows: 
After you’ve Gone (New)  
Baggie Face 
Battle Hymn of the Republic   
Beer Barrel Polka 
Beautiful Savior (yet to be issued)  
God Bless America 
Crazy bout’ ya’ Baby (yet to be issued) 
I Believe 
Georgia on Your Mind (yet to be issued) 
Irish Blessing 
It Came upon a Midnight Clear (yet to be 
issued) 
Love Letters    
How Great Thou Art  
May I never Love Again (New) 
My Old Kentucky Home (New) 
Nearer My God to Thee  
New York, New York 
Old St. Louie (yet to be issued) 
Old Cape Cod (yet to be issued) 
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi  
Stars Spangled Banner 
Toy Soldiers March on Parade  
Sweet Hour of Prayer (yet to be issued)  
Whiffenpoff Song 
 

All other music must be turned in. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Times a wastin’ sell your 
show tickets …..NOW! 
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MORE MAIL 

Received a letter from St. Elisabeth Hospital 
 

To all the members of the Fox 
Valleyaires Barbershop Chorus, 
 On Behalf of the St. 
Elisabeth Hospital Volunteers, 
thank you for singing at our 
“Love Lights” Ceremony.  The 

songs sung by all your beautiful voices added so much to 
the meaning and memories of all the folks attending the 
program. 
 
 Thank you again to each and everyone of you.  It 
was very much appreciated. 

Sincerely,  
Katie Weber, Chairman of Love Lights. 

 

 

Spark Plug Award 
Who gets it and how are the recipients selected? 

 
The Award is presented four times a 
year.  The selection committee con-
sists of the Board Members at large.   
Albert Eg, Kelly Vandehy, John 
VerBockel and Alan Schultz were 
the members for 2009.  Their duties 
were to observe fellow members at 
rehearsal, performances, show, etc.  
They take notes and submit a name 
or two quarterly and together they 
pool names and choose as fairly as 
possible.   The winner for the 4th 
quarter was none other than our 
membership vice president, Ken 
Felton. Among the numerous things 
he does at his position, he organized 

the Holiday Chorus Performance and  sending out letters and making 
many phone calls.    
 

Congratulations Ken on a job well done. 
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Thoughts on Attitude 

Submitted by Jim Hall 
 

Taken from the Journey Continues. Dan Barling, 
Editor. 
 
A self-confident attitude is the most important  
asset a  person can possess.  
 

·  We create our environment - mental, emo-
tional, and physical - by the attitude we de-
velop.  

·  We are either the masters or the victims of our atti-
tudes.  
It's a matter of personal choice, blessing, or curse.  
 

·  The supreme test of your powers of self-
motivation lies in the degree to which you are 
able to develop healthy attitudes toward yourself 

and your circumstances.  
 

·  When you truly understand yourself, your atti-
tude will reflect that understanding.  
 

·  Your attitude, not your aptitude, will determine 
your altitude in life.  
 

·  You are what you are and where you are because 
of the dominating thoughts that occupy your mind.  
 

·  Every change in human attitude must come 
through internal understanding and acceptance. 
Man is the only known creature who can reshape 
and remold himself by altering his attitude.  
 

·  Attitudes are nothing more than habits of thought, 
and habits can be acquired.  

 
MASTERLINK I January 6, 2010  



APPLETON CHAPTER 
137 STATE STREET 
NEENAH,. WI 54956 
www.foxvalleyaires.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please welcome Tom Kortbein .  Tom was a Holiday 
chorus member.  Thanks Tom Vandenberg, our man 
of note, for introducing Tom to Barbershopping  

 

 

 

 

BEER BARREL POLKA 

This music was first published in Czechoslovakia in 1934, under 

the title "Skoda Lasky", music by Jaromir Vejvoda, words by 

Vasek Zeman. It was also published in the US, and five years 

later it was re-published with English words by Lew Brown and 
Wladimir Timm. Because the National Broadcasting Company 

prohibited a reference to an alcoholic drink in the title of a song, 

it was introduced on NBC stations as ''The Barrel Polka", to the 

amusement of the entertainment industry.  

Lyricist Lew Brown is best known as a member of the song writ-

ing team DeSylva, Brown, and Henderson, although he collabo-
rated with many other composers in the 20s and 30s. His list of 

songs includes "Give Me The Moonlight, Give Me The Girl" 

(published in the Music Premiere series), "Last Night On The 

Back Porch", "Don't Bring Lulu", "Birth Of The Blues", "Sonny 

Boy", and "Little Pal".  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Birthdays 
 

01 Will Mackin,  Bill Kutscher,  
02 John VerBockel, 
03 Carl Schumacher 
10        Jim Manuel 
17 Royal Uhlenbrauck, Scott Finley 
20        Lynn Kopitzke 
24 Les Hannemann 
25 Bob Pautz 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
1-30-54 John and Joan Scherer 
  
FEBRUARY 
01      Clifford Lee, Don Gibson,  
03      Mary Ann Reinhardt 
06      Gerald Brien, Scott Dorschner 
09      Don Derozier 
16      Dave Tyink 
22      Karen Schell, 
23      Ken Bester 
24      Don Gehring 
25     Frank  Knutzen 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
2-20-99  Robert and Judy Pautz 


